A revised assessment of the HIV/AIDS incubation period, assuming a very short early period of high infectivity and using only San Francisco public health data on prevalence and incidence.
A revised assessment of the HIV/AIDS incubation period has been made, based on an updated operational model that includes a very short early period of high infectivity, following recent work by Jacquez et al. and using AIDS incidence data from the San Francisco Department of Public Health, plus data on AIDS incidence and HIV prevalence in a specially recruited cohort from the San Francisco City Clinic. The incubation period has, approximately, a suitably scaled gamma distribution with 14 degrees of freedom and mean 12.8 (SE 0.2) years. This information is essential in interpreting data from other areas and regions where AIDS incidence figures only are available, and is in particular intended for applications to several countries in Europe.